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translated, more or less accurately, his remarks into
German.
According to All's instructions, Georg and Gretchen
shepherded the guests, except Olga, to the local cinema.
Complaining that his leg was aching, Ali asked whether
Olga would make the sacrifice of keeping him company
in the garden, instead of joining the others.
*cFd much rather stay and talk," the girl replied.
cc The cinema's stuffy and IVe already a bit of a head-
ache."
*c Ah, Fm afraid I'm to blame for that," Ali remarked.
"I shouldn't have allowed you to give those extra
solos in pkce of Mr. Bayl's items, but I enjoy your
playing so much that when you begin I never want you
to stop, and I forget that I'm overtaxing your strength."
Olga and Ali Beg ensconced themselves in basket
chairs on one of the rock terraces hewn out of the bill
side.
Out of sight and ear-shot of the house, Olga un-
burdened herself of her troubles, reflecting that Ali was
the only person in whom she could confide and that
she might have no further opportunity of a confidential
chat with him." It wasn't playing that tired me," Olga
explained. "Fm never so happy as when I'm at the
piano performing to appreciative listeners like you.
What has upset me a bit is that Ludwig has just given
me the sack/'
c*What?" Ali could scarcely conceal his delight.
cc Fm very sorry to hear this," he continued hypocriti-
cally. "But surely, Mr, Bayl realizes your value too
highly to agree to your leaving the inn. He must
know that a large proportion of the guests only come
bere because of the wonderful musical treats you give
tbem."
** Well, anyway, Fm leaving and I don't know whether
to be gbd or sorry. I hate to talk against Ludwig, for
both be aad Ms father have been very kind to me. Next